
  

Actividad: MAY/ MIGHT  

OBJETIVOS 

- Learn how to use some modal verbs  

DURACIÓN 

Entre 40 y 50 minutos aproximadamente 

EDAD ADECUADA 

Actividad orientada para niñ@s a partir de 6 años  

MATERIAL 

- You can either print this worksheet or do the exercises in another sheet aside 

 

 

 



THEORY 

We use may: 

• when we are not sure about something in the present or future: 

Jack may be coming to see us tomorrow. (= Perhaps Jack will come to see us 

tomorrow.) 

Oh dear! It's half past ten. We may be late for the meeting. (= Perhaps we will be 

late for the meeting.) 

She's had no sleep. She may be tired. (= Perhaps she is tired.) 

• to ask for permission in a formal way: 

May I borrow the car tomorrow? 

May we come a bit later? 

• to give permission in a formal way: 

You may go now. 

You may come at eleven if you wish. 

• to say that someone has permission in a formal way: 

Students may travel for free. 

We can use may not to refuse permission or to say that someone does not have 

permission, but it is formal and emphatic: 

You may not borrow the car until you can be more careful with it! 

Students may not wear jeans. 

 

 



  

 

We use might 

• when we are not sure about something in the present or future: 

I might see you tomorrow. 

It looks nice, but it might be very expensive. 

It's quite bright. It might not rain today. 

 

 

Questions: 

We make questions by putting the subject after may/might: 

                                 May I …?     Might I …? 

 

The negative forms are:  may not and might not. 



 

 

EXERCISES 

1) Match the meanings with the examples sentences: 

a) A guess about the past 

b) A guess about the past 

c) Asking for permission: very polite 

d) Giving permission : formal 

e) A guess about the present 

f) No permission : formal, emphatic 

g) Asking for permission: formal 

h) A guess about the present 

 

1. I'm not sure but I think my camera MAY BE broken. 

_______________________________________________ 

2. I don't know where your gloves are. They MIGHT BE in the 

kitchen. 

_______________________________________________ 

3. We're late. The play MAY HAVE STARTED already. 

_______________________________________________ 

4. I'm afraid you MIGHT HAVE BROKEN your arm. You need an 

X-ray 

________________________________________________ 

5. MAY I HAVE your attention, please? 

________________________________________________ 

6. MIGHT I HAVE a word in private? 

________________________________________________ 

7. You MAY MAKE one telephone call. 

________________________________________________ 

8. Boys and girls at this school MAY NOT WEAR jewellery. 

_____________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

2) Can you remember the sentences from the last activity? 

Write the correct expressions with may or might: 

1. I'm not sure but I think my camera _______________________ 

broken. 

2. I don't know where your gloves are. They 

_________________________ in the kitchen. 

3. We're late. The play _____________________________ already. 

4. I'm afraid you _________________________ your arm. You 

need an X-ray. 

5. _________________ your attention, please? 

6. ______________________________ a word in private? 

7. You __________________one telephone call. 

8. Boys and girls at this school ________________________ 

jewellery. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

SOLUTIONS 

1) Match: 

1. I'm not sure but I think my camera MAY BE broken. 

A guess about the present 

2. I don't know where your gloves are. They MIGHT BE in the 

kitchen. 

A guess about the present 

3. We're late. The play MAY HAVE STARTED already. 

A guess about the past 

4. I'm afraid you MIGHT HAVE BROKEN your arm. You need an 

X-ray. 

A guess about the past 

5. MAY I HAVE your attention, please? 

Asking for permission: formal 

6. MIGHT I HAVE a word in private? 

Asking for permission: very polite 

7. You MAY MAKE one telephone call. 

Giving permission : formal 

8. Boys and girls at this school MAY NOT WEAR jewellery. 

No permission : formal, emphatic 

 

2) Complete the sentences: 

1. I'm not sure but I think my camera may be/ might be broken. 

2. I don't know where your gloves are. They may be/ might be in 

the kitchen. 

3. We're late. The play may have started/ might have started 

already. 

4. I'm afraid you may have broken / might have broken your 

arm. You need an X-ray. 

5. May I have your attention, please? 

6. Might I have/ May I have a word in private? 

7. You may make one telephone call. 

8. Boys and girls at this school may not wear jewellery. 

 

 


